CITYIOFROCHESTER, NEWYORK
Environmental Assessment for the Conversion of 'a Portion of(Genesee Valley
Park/under the(lLand [and 'Water ConservationFund/Act/as(a Result/of the
BrooksLanding Revitalization Project

6.0 CONSULTATIONANDICOORDINATION
6.10] PublicInvolvement

Thel Brooks[ Landing[ Revitalization[ Project[has[an[ extensivel history[ ofl publicinvolvement
involvinglongrangeplanningland(project(specificlcommunity [input. [[Threenewspaper [articles,
dated"August[12,[2002, February7,[2003, and[ November[ 16,2003, havelbeenlincludedlin
Appendix M to [provide background/on/the Urban[Renewal District/and the history/ofthe Brooks
Landing[project.

IniSeptember(1986, the GeneseeRiver[South/Corridor ILand Use[& [Development (Planlidentified
the[project/arealas(alkeylcommercial(site toservethe surrounding neighborhoodand(link the
neighborhoodtothe(functions/of'the [(Genesee River, the [Erie[Canal(system(andother [attractions
inlclose[proximity'tothemeighborhood, suchlas the Wniversitylo flRochester((see Appendix[A).

Inlthelearly[1990’s, the first[phase[oflthe[GeneseeRiver[South[CorridorPlan/was(tealized =+ the
design/andiconstruction(of'the pedestrian/bridgelover[the(GeneseeRiverland construction(oflthe
WestBank [Riverway Trail. [[The[pedestrian/bridgelachieved thefirst major goal o fithe plan/=+to
link[both(sides[oflthe tiver[andmorelspecially(the Wniversity o flRochester(with(the ¢ommercial
corelofltheSouthPlymouth/Brookslintersection.

Following this initial phase,[thelarea(teceived morelattention from[the City’s[Comprehensive
Plan,Centitled[ FRochester[ 2010:[Thel Renaissance[ Plan,” Cand[ the[recentlyldrafted[ City[ of
Rochester’s[ Local Waterfront[ Revitalization[ Program[ (LWRP)({Appendices Cland['E). The
Rochester[2010Planlincluded(thepromotionlofl severall goals[for[the[ City[whichsupport the
Genesee/Brooks/initiative, including:

(1)Environmental Stewardship ((Campaign4)
(2)[Economic [Vitality (Campaign[6)
(3)[Tourism[Destination(Campaign(8)
(4)Healthy[WrbanNeighborhoods(Campaign(9)

Thel[City oflRochester’s[Draft[Local WaterfrontRevitalization Program (LWRP), [ though[hot
formallyadopted, includeprogram(goalsthat(will be realized by [the BrooksILLanding project:

(1) Tolhavelthe Citylof'Rochester(andlits[surrounding(tegionbeldfamilyloriented, [four
season, [fourist [destination(attractionforthemortheastern Wnites[Statesland (Canada.

(2) Tolhavelwaterfront! resources! that[ directlyl enhancel thel quality ofl lifel for[city
residents.
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(3) Tolhavelprivate, market[ drivenlinvestments[in[the[tourism[industry[that[tesult/in
additionalrevenue for businessesand jobs/for locallresidents.

(4) Tolhavelourlcommunity’s/waterfront related[recreational, €énvironmental, (historic[and
culturallresourcesprotectedand/orlenhanced.

Asl[community [support and momentum!for the revitalization[oflthisarealincreased, [the Sector(4
Brooks/Genesee[Revitalization[Committee formed, [ ¢consisting[0f’ Sector[4 [ ¢community[leaders,
locallarchitects, [ developersandthe City of Rochester’sEconomicDevelopment staff. [T After
considering(large(retail [plazas,(office buildings/andgrocery markets, the[Committee determined
that[a waterfront (hoteland [festaurant [would (best compliment [the[éxisting¢haracter (of the 19"
Wardmneighborhood, ‘the UniversityoflRochester (campus/and the(site history(ds(allanding[on(the
Genesee[River(and Erie[Canallsystem.[TLocalldeveloperstecognized amarket michefor(afirst[
classlextended(stay(hotel.[[The hotell¢onceptpresented alfeasible [solutionland @ppropriate land
use[fora/commerciallanchor [toinitiate meighborhoodrevitalization.

InMarch[2000, the Sector4 [Brooks/Genesee Revitalization[Committee hostedd [design/charrette
for[the[ Brook[Avenue/Geneseel Street[ Initiative. | Thel grouplofl over[ 130 peoplelincluded
residents from[five neighborhoodslin[Sector(4 including the 19thfWard, [Changeloflthe Scene
(COTS),[] Neighborhood (] United, ] PlymouthExchangel] (PLEX)[] and[| Southl] West[| Area
Neighborhood (SWAN). TFeedback[from[thel¢charrette, [the most[significant of which[was[the
desire[tolachievelalvisualland [physicallconnectionwith[the tiver, Was[incorporatedlinto[the
overallldoncept,and [Sector(4 meighborhood representatives [Sought [to [attract[Seasoned developers
withléxperienceinlrevitalizationland waterfront/development.

Together[with[the[ University [ 0fl Rochester andthe City[ofl Rochester, the[Committee[began
meeting[ lonceal month[ to[discuss[ issues and opportunities/ associated _with[the[linitiative.
Appendix M ¢ontains[summaries(and the ‘agendasfor[Sector 4 [(Common Council @and (19" Ward
meetings[fromMarch2001 [through(July2003.

Inladditionto [theldesign[charrette[and meighborhood leader(meetings, ultiple[community [(wide
and[public’agencylmeetings were held[topresentand(solicit feedback [on[the Brooks/Genesee
initiative [(Appendix[ M).[ I The communitywide[ meetings were[ welllattended, publicized[in
community [0rganizationnewsletters, dnd [public noticeswerelmailed to [residents(and[businesses
in[thelheighborhood. TInladdition, flyers and[ door hangers[werel[placed[at properties in the
immediate project(area.

AfterimanyCommittee meetingsand [public forums, the [Sector4Brooks/Genesee Revitalization
Committee[ drafted[ thel following[ objectives, whichl compliment[the[ City’s[updated City[ of
Rochester[Comprehensive Planland (the[SouthRiver [Corridor[Plan:

1.0 RevitalizetheBrooks/Avenue/Genesee[Streetneighborhoodcenter

2.01 Enhancelpedestrianlaccess and[tecreational usagelof theneighborhood’s[waterfront for
arealresidents, (Businesses, institutions@and[visitors

3.0 Increaseland(sustainéconomic [development(in/the meighborhood by((a)lincorporating an
extended[stayhotelland [restaurantand((b) linking [the Brooks/Geneseelintersection/tothe
waterfront

4.0 Increase/daytime[population
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5.0 Increaselneighborhoodretailland(services
71 6.1 Improvemneighborhood streets, [streetscapes andvehicular(traffic flow
7.0 Increasellocalljoblopportunities
8.[1 Decreasemeighborhood blight/and streetcrime, [@ndlincreased vitality land(security
9.[1 Enhancelarchitectural buildingdesign/andneighborhood/character

Thelfollowing setoficriteriawas developed/tolaccomplishthis/goal:

1.[J Thelhotel/restaurant( sitel should be Wwithin[ proximity[to[the University of Rochester,
StrongMedical[Centerand [along/aldirectroute [tb the Rochester International [Airportland
downtownRochester.

2.[1 Thelsitelshouldbelargeeénough [toldaccommodatethe hotelland restaurant.

3.0 Inlanlattemptto[strengthen GeneseeStreet (businesses, [the[site should link the Waterfront
ofl the[ Genesee[ River and[ Erie[ Canall system[tolthe[ Brooks Avenue/Geneseel Street
neighborhood(denter.

4.01 Thelsite[shouldutilize(thelexisting [pedestrian bridge[spanning[the(Genesee[River[/[Erie
Canalland/connectingthe Wniversity0flRochester tolthe[City’s 19th(Ward.

Inladdition[ toinformational ‘meetings and community3workshops, [ tegular imeetings between
neighborhood(leadersand[publiclagencies helped the Brooks Landing[planning[process tetain
continuous/communicationbetween(residentsand [the City. [Multiple public hearingsand review
meetings were advertisedin[local newspapersand[ held lin" ‘compliance with[ various[ city
regulatory(processes. [These hearings(are [summarized in[Appendix M. [IThe mailinglist for these
publicmeetingsislincluded(in’/Appendix M.

Finally,the Brooks[Landing[projectlis[supported by severallareal stakeholders,[including[the
Landmark[Societylofl Western INew Y ork, [the [Genesee[Corridor[Business[Association,[the[City
of'Rochester [Planning[Commissionland ‘the Wniversitylof[Rochester ((Appendix M).

6.2[1 Agenciesand/Organizations/thatReceived the[Environmental Assessment

CityloflRochester, Department 0f EconomicDevelopment

State0flNew [Y ork, (OfficelofParks, Recreation and [Historic [Preservation
TheNational Park[Service

ErielCanal National Heritage[Corridor

US[Army [Corps of’lEngineers

New (Y ork[State Department 0f [Environmental(Conservation

AN

Pagel6(3
June2005



6.3[1 Preparersiand/Contributors

BERGMANNIASSOCIATES((Consultants)

Name

Title/Responsibility

Education

Experience

GaryOlin

Senior[Associate

B.S.[Civil[Engineering

30lyears

Mark Johns

ProjectManager,
SeniorLLandscape Architect

BachelorlofllLandscapelArchitecture

Wetland(Training Institute, Wetland
Delineationwith(Emphasis(on[Soils/&
Hydrology

Wetland Training Institute, Practice 0f
WetlandConstruction

Wetlands(Training Institute, Plant
Identification

Harvard/Graduate[SchoollofiDesign,
Techniques/ofiTraditional Town
Planning

21 lyears

KennethR.[Avery, [P.E.[]

Water(ResourcesEngineer, [ProjectManger!( |

B.S.[Civill& [Environmental Engineering
M.S.WaterResources [Engineering

26lyears

James/H. Boggs

Sr.[Environmental(Scientist

B.S.Biology/Geology
M.S. Natural[ResourcesManagement

24 lyears

TanyaMoozalZwahlen!

TransportationPlanner

B.A.[ArtHistoryland [English
M.R.P.[Cityland Regional Planning

4lyears
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